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The Rector's Ramblings

                                       
 
One of the things I love most about working in the bookshop is the variety of
people we get though the door, the reason for their visit, and the questions that
they ask. 
 
Some come to look at the building – yes, we are still a consecrated church, but
no, we don’t have any photographs of what it looked like when it was first built

in the 11th century. 
 
Some come to buy a particular book – yes, we do sell lots of different bibles,
but no, we don’t have a first edition. 
 
Some come to buy supplies for their church – yes, we do sell communion
wafers, but no, they are not pre consecrated. 
 
Whatever the reason for someone pushing open the door, conversations
usually turn to faith, God, or the Church. 
 
This week I had a very interesting, and challenging, chat with a young woman
from Yorkshire, who I will call Jane. Jane was visiting family in the area and
took the opportunity to buy a book that had been recommended to her by her
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local vicar. After discussing the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth
Conference, and the state of the Church of England today, she turned to me
and said ‘Do you fear God?’. Before I could respond another customer quoted
from the book of Proverbs (9:10) ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom’. She then smiled at us both and left.
 
After a short pregnant pause Jane said ‘But I don’t want to fear God. I know I
should, we will all be judged, but do need I fear Him?’. I didn’t answer straight
away, but asked her what had prompted her question. It turns out her local
Vicar had done a series of sermons on judgement, on damnation, and on
fearing God. Now I said last Sunday that I can’t preach fire and brimstone
sermons, but my colleague in Yorkshire obviously had no problem in doing so,
and it had caused Jane to have sleepless nights, and to worry about everything
she did and everything she said. To worry about whether she was good
enough. 
 
Now I admit I am not able to quote chapter and verse from the Bible at the drop
of a hat, my memory isn’t wired that way, but some verses are ones that just
stick, and the quote at the top of this Ramble is one of them – ‘Fear not, for I
have redeemed you. I have called you by name, you are mine’. When
challenged over the greatest commandment, Jesus didn’t say to fear God, he
said ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.”  This is the greatest and first commandment.’ (Matthew
22: 36-38). 
 
So, I asked Jane if changing the word fear into respect in the quote from
Proverbs would change the way she thought about God and about her life. If
adding the word love would help her in her relationship with God, and with
others. ‘Love and respect of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’. Again, there
was a pregnant pause and then she smiled and said, ‘yes, I want to please God
because I love Him. I want to do what He asks because I respect and
reverence Him.’ Jane is going to come back to the shop the next time she is in
Chichester, and I hope and pray that love will have replaced fear, and that hope
will have replaced doubt. 
 
‘Fear not’, or ‘do not be afraid’, occurs 366 times in the Bible. Love appears 551
times. The quote from Isaiah is the most frequently used in cards and on cakes
to celebrate someone’s ordination, the beginning of a life in the service of God
and of his people, and it can be a scary prospect, but not one that is
undertaken because of fear, but because of love. 
 
God loves us, and asks that we love Him, because through the death and
resurrection of His Son He has redeemed us, called us by name, and we are
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His. 
 
Rev Sarah

Sunday Worship 
 Holy Communion 

St Andrews West Dean 
10am

 
Collect for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity

Lord of heaven and earth, 
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 

give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 
but always to bring our prayers before you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

 
Readings 

Isaiah 58: 9b - end 
Hebrews 12: 18 29 

Luke 13: 10 - 17

There will be no All Stars this Sunday

Home Communions 
 
On the second Saturday of each month I have the great joy of taking
communion to those who are housebound or unable to physically attend
Sunday worship. If you, or anyone you know, would like to receive a home
communion visit please email me.

If you know anyone who would like to receive my Ramblings and church news, please ask

them to email me and I will add them to the distribution list. If you know neighbours or

friends who do not have access to the internet, why not ask if they would like you to print

them off a copy?

Rev Sarah Manouch

07468 854864 

priestvalleyparish@gmail.com
Please note that I am part-time. My principal working days are Friday and

Saturday as well as Sunday. I am not available on a Thursday.

mailto:priestvalleyparish@gmail.com
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www.thevalleyparish.org
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